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Commemorate the Centenary
of Opera Maestro Puccini's
Death

Peter Gordon S{#{E

Giacomo Puccini’s final opera tells of a Chinese ice princess
melted by an implacable love.

Turandot, who has no desire to marry, sets suitors three
unanswerable riddles under penalty of death, exasperating
her Emperor father. Prince Calaf, in the imperial city with his
father, the deposed, blind and destitute Tartar King Timur, is
nonetheless smitten; nothing will dissuade him from trying
his hand.

To everyone’s surprise and Turandot’s horror, Calaf answers
correctly ... but offers her a way out: if Turandot can discover
his name by dawn, she’s off the hook. Cue “Nessun Dorma”,
Puccini’'s most famous tenor aria: “no one sleeps” in trying
to discover Calaf’s identity.

The roots of the story go back centuries. Turan-dokht is
“daughter of Turan” in Persian. Marco Polo told of the Mongol
princess Aiyaruk. who rather than setting riddles, wrestled
her suitors with losers having to pony up 100 horses. A similar
story, with riddles, was told by the 12th-century Persian poet
Nizami: it travelled through 18th-and 19th-century Western
books and theatre until it ended up in Puccini’s libretto. A
good portion of the music is based on Chinese melodies
(Puccini had been given a music box by a former Italian
diplomat to China), notably "Mo Li Hua" sung by the children's
chorus in Act I.

Turandot remains Puccini’s most ambivalent work; despite
the rare happy ending, love’s triumph is here bittersweet.
While Turandot’s music is striking and Calaf has a heroic high
B in “Nessun Dorma”, Puccini gave the most beautiful music
to the faithful slave girl Liu, secretly in love with Calaf, who
sacrifices herself for him.

2024 is the centenary of Puccini’s death; he died before
completing Turandot and at the 1926 premiere, conductor
Arturo Toscanini laid down his baton where Puccini had laid
down his pen. But in this performance, we'll be hearing the
ending that Franco Alfano fleshed out from the composer’s
notes.
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About Opera Hong Kong

Founded in 2003, Opera Hong Kong (OHK) is Hong Kong’s
first professional opera company. Over the years, the company
has gone from strength to strength under the artistic direction
of Warren Mok, the internationally acclaimed Hong Kong tenor.
OHK has elevated opera in Asia’s world city, with many
world-class productions covering all major works in the operatic
canon and has collaborated with opera houses and festivals
including Teatro dell'Opera di Roma, Taormina Opera Festival,
Theater Erfurt, Opéra de Nice, National Centre for the Performing
Arts and the Shanghai Opera House.

In 2019, OHK was selected by the Hong Kong Arts Development
Council as one of three recipients of the coveted “Eminent
Arts Group Scheme”. The Scheme’s consecutive five-year
funding has become a boost to further the company’s development.
In 2024, OHK was named as a recipient of the“Eminent Arts
Group Scheme” for a further five years.

OHK is committed to promoting the city’s brightest, young
opera singers. In 2015, OHK launched the Jockey Club Opera
Hong Kong Young Artist Development and Education Programme
(the Programme), a three-year opera training programme
designed to nurture ten young local artists. The success of
the Programme led to its renewal by The Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust for another three years from 2019 to
2022, providing intensive training to 12 local artists. The
Programme was completed successfully in March 2022.

In 2024 OHK launched the inaugural “LKSFOHK Young Artist
Overseas Fellowships” Programme, generously sponsored
by the Li Ka Shing Foundation (LKSF), to provide short term
international residencies for six selected young artists who
are Hong Kong residents to elevate their vocal artistry.

OHK also places a strong emphasis on its education and
community activities. Opera school tours, summer schools
and master classes are held regularly to reach young audiences.
The music centre in Wanchai provides a wide range of courses
for early age children to adults in addition to Children Chorus
classes. The OHK Chorus and the OHK Children Chorus were
established in 2004 and 2008 respectively and are recognised
contributors to the local choral scene.

The recent development of the Greater Bay Area has created
an environment for OHK to initiate more collaborations and
bring the art of opera to a wider audience.

Follow us on Meta, Instagram, YouTube, RED and WeChat, to keep
updated for programme news of Opera Hong Kong.
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Tickets are NOW available at URBTIX outlets,
Self-service Ticketing Kiosks, on Internet, by
Mobile Ticketing App and Telephone Booking.

Limited concession tickets are available for full-time students, citizens
aged 60 or above, people with physical impairment (and the minder)
and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients
on a first come, first served basis.

Opera Hong Kong Member Discount

20% discount for Opera Hong Kong Members, Opera Hong Kong
Supporters, Friends of Opera Hong Kong and Opera Hong Kong
Chorus Members (standard tickets only).

Group Booking Discount

10% discount for each purchase of 4-10 standard tickets; 15%
discount for each purchase of 11-20 standard tickets; 20% discount
for each purchase of 21 or more standard tickets.

10-12 October 2024
(Thursday to Saturday) | 7:30pm
2024510810120 FEBE=+4

12-13 October 2024

(Saturday and Sunday) | 3:00pm
2024%108 12K 138 FF =8

Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
FEXUROKEIRR

* The sightline of certain seats may be restricted
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Internet Booking 4 Leg=. www.urbtix.hk
Telephone Booking EiZm=: 3166 1288

Ticketing Enquiries =z 3166 1100 *10am - 8 pm (Daily £H) I:TIRIBT_I:"\

Programme Enquiries EiBZ3: 2234 0303

0 G Opera Hong Kong Q

Mobile App BB ZEMTIEX URBTIX

F‘ i."....:.i;-r‘u.-
B App Store
= AppGallery
Programme Details
(Android, HarmonyOS & iPhone/iPad Versions) EREIREE

The programme runs approximately 2.5 hours with two intermissions.

R RAZ/NR= 151, GEMERSAE.

For age 6 or above.

AfFoR RIALEAL,

To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please switch off your mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices before the performance.
We also forbid eating and drinking, as well as unauthorized photography, audio and video recordings in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats
respectlvely during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse admission of latecomers, and to determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.
BIRISR RN, BE R PR EE ARRISARESEEFHES A [ REIE{L, TS ERIEREDIEESATE LSRRk .

The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists.
TS BB EENE B N ERREE,

Hong Kong Arts Development Council supports freedom of artistic expression. The views and opinions expressed in this project do not represent the stand of the Council.

ERBNBRBIIBWNFEDMN, FHENBALFRREBER.

The content of this programme does not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.

EIENA LA RRERRHITRERFNER.



Warren Mok, BBS, MH E#(#
Producer and Artistic Director B4R Eif4ass

A world-renowned Chinese tenor from Hong Kong, Warren Mok has made frequent guest appearances in many leading
opera houses throughout the world. His operatic repertoire exceeds 60 roles including Cavaradossi in Tosca, Calaf in
Turandot, Rodolfo in La boheme, Radames in Aida and many others. In recent years, Mok has been very active in
promoting opera and classical music in Hong Kong, Macao and the Mainland. He is currently the Artistic Director of
Opera Hong Kong, Fujian Grand Theatre and Zhuhai Huafa Grand Theatre, and has also been the Atrtistic Director of
the Macao International Music Festival.

Mok is currently a member of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. He
| I was awarded the Bronze Bauhinia Star by the Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)
and conferred an Honorary Doctorate by The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts in 2021, Honorary University Fellowship by Hong Kong
Baptist University in 2019, Officer of the Order of the Star of Italy by the Government of Italy in 2018, Medal of Honour by the HKSAR Government
in 2011, World Outstanding Chinese Award in 2010, and both Cavaliere dell'Ordine della Stella della Solidarieta Italiana (Knight of the Star of
Solidarity of Italy) by the Government of Italy and Chevalier dans L’'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres (Knight of the Order of Art and Letter) by the
Government of France in 2008. In 2012, China’s Three Tenors — Warren Mok, Dai Yugiang and Wei Song toured the world to promote Chinese
culture. In 2015, Mokwas appointed as a member of Beijing Committee of Chinese People’s Palitical Consultative Conference, fostering the bridge
and development between the two cities. He was also a former member of Zhuhai Committee of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.

REMBRETEAESENEFRNZESE, MHEEEINEN T RERELRE. MRENREAEBEE, HReE (i) NFRA%
7 (AEHs ) MRS ORFBREEE ) NES XK. (EFRE ) NhLESHE, BEREBRLPUHREIEHEEREELHTE, WREREEHERE
e, BEABIRAIRBEERRIRHNEMNAEE, 758 2RI EERS REHERER,

RERRETEARBAHEEAEHEESEEE, Wit 2021 F£53 5 EE B EHFIRZIAEA 2RSS ELICHRRKEHE T2, 2019FEE
BREASIRRKERZ LA, 2018 FRISAFIBIFIERE [ SAFZEEERE 1, 2011 FEEBFEBFERKERS K 2010 FHIEH RS
HEA, 15, EER 2008 FEBAFBESE [ EAFNBEZERLHE | RABBGES [ ZEERELHE 1, 2012 F, RREHER.
BRIAFTAARNFE =X S S RAMFKEREL, RBESHEXERER, thE 2015 FEEZESICRTRIBES, REMMITRER, it
EAIREHEIHES,

JiaDing BT
Director &

Jia Ding graduated from the People's Liberation Army Academy of Art, he is a renowned director, lyricist, National

= 4 Class-I Playwright, and also a member of the China Musicians Association.

Jia has directed over 400 national-level large-scale performances. Among these are the Celebrations for the 55th, 60th,
and 70th Anniversaries of the Founding of the People's Republic of China in Tiananmen Square, the Welcome Event
for The APEC China 2014, along with more than twenty other major events attended by the CPC and China’s Paramount
leader. He has created and directed large-scale classic musical epics such as "The Long March Suite" choral concert,
the opera The Answer, and so on.

Jia is widely known not only for his many popular lyrics but also as a symbol of the CMG Spring Festival Gala. In 2001,

he first served as the planner of the gala. In 2002, he was not only the planner but also the director of the Shenzhen sub-venue. In 2005 and 2006,
he was again appointed as the planner of the Spring Festival Gala. Jia Ding has served as the overall designer of the CMG Spring Festival Gala six times.

BT, 2XaHEARBREZMESR, 8 5E, [FFXK, BR—AAE, RETFHEPESERGEEEHR.

FREHEBEBENFIZERRARYRRES, HPEE ( ERTEAREHNBRIATERASE. N TRERCHRAFRZMIESHEVES) , (2014
FLARSHEABEAEE (APEC) BNlES) ) RS REMBERETANHENERES, AERERARKRERELS S (RIEET ). RE
(E=) FBIB.

B G AR PN, MERRDMAIET 2R ADNRE, BERRSAMRMRS I FREFVSFEHAHEGES ) 9758, 20015, BT EERE
T EAVAEERE], 2002 F, MIAMERE QM ERERE], EERRERID EISRAEE, 2005 F7] 2006 FithBEE IR EFEATEERE, b,
RTEB/NENE T F5 1 B0ERERst.

Yuan Ding ®T
Conductor }gig

Principal Conductor and Art Committee member of China National Opera House, and Member of China Opera Research
Society.

Yuan Ding has been passionate about music since an early age. He graduated with honours from the China Central
Conservatory of Music in 2008, and Germany’s Hochschule fiir Musik und Theater Leipzig in 2012. As an acclaimed
conductor, Yuan has successfully conducted many renowned orchestras such as MDR Leipzig Radio Symphony
Orchestra, South Westphalia Philharmonic Orchestra. He has also maintained a long-term cooperative relationship with
the leading Chinese art groups including China National Symphony Orchestra, China NCPA Orchestra, and Shanghai
Opera House. Yuan Ding won acclaim for his Leipzig debut of Mendelssohn’s Symphony No.2 Lobgesang.The
performance was praised by critics of Leipziger Volkszeitung as an “extraordinary preciseness of musical narration” and he possess-
es “advanced professional technique and all characteristics a successful conductor should have”.

Yuan also takes part in major state culture activities having performed for the Chinese and German premiers in April'2018; later on, he
successively appeared, to great acclaim, in Boao Forum For Asia, Expo 2019 Beijing, World Economic Forum and many more.
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10&12 Oct Evenings and 13 Oct Matinee
10A105%:12H %33, 108 13H F5i3

Veronika Dzhioeva ZHERERIE
Turandot HEE

Veronika Dzhioeva was awarded the honorary title of Honored Artist of the Russian Federation.

Her rich voice, rare in volume, timbre, and technical capabilities, distinguishes her and does not go unnoticed by the
most demanding world critics. Dmitri Hvorostovsky compared her voice to a Rolls-Royce, and Cecilia Bartoli once
wrote: "Veronika, you are incomparable!"

In Dzhioeva’s recent engagements, she debuted at the Teatro Colon in Buenos Aires as Princess Turandot. She has
also achieved great success with audiences and critics in such important theatres as the Deutsche Oper in Berlin,
where she sang Aida and Un ballo in maschera, and the Opernhaus in Zurich, with the role of Lady Macbeth; and
Teatro Lirico in Cagliari, where she sang Tosca. Her new album, Ritorna Vincitor!, was nominated for the prestigious
International Classical Music Awards (ICMA).
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- Ivan Gyngazov HigikX
_— s
Calaf FHIE

Born in Novosibirsk, Ivan Gygnazov graduated from the M.I. Glinka Novosibirsk State Conservatory in 2013, where he
studied under the guidance of Marina Akhmedova. From 2013 to 2017, he worked as a soloist for the Novosibirsk Opera,
where he performed leading operatic roles such as Lensky in Eugene Onegin, Vladimir Igorevich in Prince Igor, and
Pinkerton in Madama Butterfly.

lvan Gyngazov's recent engagements include his debut at the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, where he appeared as Sadko
in a production by Dmitri Tcherniakov, Andrei Morozov in The Oprichnik at the Mikhailovsky Theatre, as well as the title
role of Lohengrin at Bolshoi theatre and Calaf in Turandot at Wiener Staatsoper.

At the Mariinsky Theatre, Ivan's repertoire includes roles such as Bogdan Sobinin in A Life for the Tsar, Vladimir Igorevich in Prince Igor, Vaudémont
in /olanta, Sadko in Sadko, Manrico in /I trovatore, José in Carmen, and Samson in Samson et Dalila.
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Bing Bing Wang FEKik
Liu #052

Residing in Italy, Bing Bing Wang is the first Chinese national to have graduated with a master's degree from the Giuseppe
Verdi Conservatory of Music in Milan. She has performed in opera houses in Italy, France, Australia, the United States,
Slovenia, Romania and Latvia. Wang is active in Europe, and has sung in many roles including Lit in Turandot, Violetta
in La Traviata, Mimi in La Boheme, Cio-Cio-San in Madama Butterfly, Micaela in Carmen and more. In October 2024
she will be the only soprano invited by the legendary tenor Placido Domingo to sing in in his Recital.

In 2019, Sony Classic Label signed Bing Bing Wang to release her first Italian Arias Album Un bel di, she is the first
ﬁ Chinese soprano to sign with- Sony and release a CD. In June 2024, Sony Music released her fourth album Vaga Luna
; . globally:
In the field of education, Wang organises vocal masterclasses and public lessons around the world to share and teach her bel canto performance
experience to the younger generation. She has also recently been appointed as a Visiting Professor at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.
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11 Oct Evening and 12 Oct Matinee
108 1HES, 2B FHi5%

Oksana Nosatova :EfEitiE
Turandot HEF

Ukrainian soprano Oksana Nosatova is a former soloist at the Donetsk Opera Theater. Her recent and upcoming
engagements' include Aida (Aida) at Staatsoper Berlin, Royal Danish Opera in Copenhagen, Prague National Theater,
and Polish National Theater, Abigaile in Nabucco at the Prague National Theater, Krakow Opera, and Turandot
(Turandot) with Israeli Opera Tel Aviv, Helsinki Opera Box and Opera Hong Kong.

e

Her repertoire includes the title roles in Aida, Turandot, and lolanta, Mimi in La boheme, Cio-Cio-San in Madama Bultterfly,
Lisa in Pique Dame, Santuzza in Cavalleria Rusticana, Abigaille in Nabucco, Domna Saburova in Tsar’s Bride, Yaroslavna
in Prince Igor, Lady Macbeth in Macbeth. She is a prize winner of the Dvoréak International Singing Competition, the
first prize winner of the Ukrainian National Singing Competition, and The Art of XXI Century International Singing Compe-
tition (Kiev, Ukraine).
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Andrea Shin EH{81R
L, Calaf EHIE
-‘;.;f ; Born in South Korea, Andrea Shin pursued his studies in Seoul. He furthered his education in Novara, Italy, Salzburg's

Mozarteum, Vienna's Prayner Conservatory, and Milan's Accademia Teatro Alla Scala. He has won multiple competitions,
including the "Voci Verdiane" and the Vienna International Hans Gabor Belvedere Singing Competition.

Ay From 2011 to 2015, Shin was an ensemble member of the Badische Staatstheater Karlsruhe, where he performed
classic roles such as Rodolfo (La Boheme), Duca (Rigoletto), Don Jose (Carmen), King Gustav (Un ballo in maschera),
/ a Alfred (Die Fledermaus), Grigory (Boris Godunow), and An ltalian Singer (Der Rosenkavalier).

He has also performed in theatres including Leipzig, Graz, and the Metropolitan Opera in New York. Shin has performed

Cavaradossi (Tosca) and Pinkerton (Madama Butterfly) at the Staatsoper Stuttgart, Edgardo (Lucia di Lammermoor) at Oper Dortmund, Florian
(Das Testament), Faust at the Staatstheater Mainz, and Ismaele (Nabucco) at Theater Freiburg. Recently, Shin has sung the role of Calaf(Turan-
dot) at the Austrian Festival of St. Margarethen and in Dortmund.
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Louise Kwong EBEhES

Lit #p52
,
G Louise Kwong was a soprano at the Young Artist Programme of Rome Opera House in ltaly from 2018-2019 and an
e awardee of the Hong Kong Ten Outstanding Young Persons in 2019.
. Kwong is a graduate of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Dutch National Opera Academy, the Conservatory

of Amsterdam and the Royal College of Music of London. She was Mimi in La boheme, Cio-Cio-San in Madama Butterfly,
Micaéla in Carmen, Liu in Turandot, Anna in Anna Bolena, Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni and many others. Kwong won
the 2nd prize, Audience prize and the Best Soprano prize in the 18th International Singing CompetitionFerruccio Tagliavini
in Austria. She was awarded the Young Artist Award in Music by the Hong Kong Arts Development

Council in 2014 and in the Commendatory Scheme of the Secretary of Home Affairs in 2015.
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OPERA HONG KONG - TURANDOT

Production & Cast List R{ERESRE

Producer

Director

Conductor

Chorus Director
Set / Props Designer

Costume Designer

Lighting Designer

Turandot

Calaf

Lit

Timur

Ping

Pang

Pong

Mandarin

Emperor

#10H10% 1288, 108138 FF

Warren Mok
Jia Ding
Yuan Ding

Alex Tam

Wang Xue Ling
Cheng Jun
Wen Xiao Nan

Veronika Dzhioeva#
Oksana Nosatova”

lvan Gyngazov#
Andrea Shin"

Bing Bing Wang*
Louise Kwong"

Zhang Wen Wei
Sun Li#
Lin Zi Hao"

Henry Ngan#
Yao Zhong Yi"

Chen Yong*
Li Hao Ran"

Apollo Wong#
Zhou Jian Kun”

Wesley Lam

# Evenings of October 10 & 12, Afternoon of October 13

Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra

Opera Hong Kong Chorus

Opera Hong Kong Children Chorus
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A Evening of October 11, Afternoon of October 12
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